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Social and eco concerns

ENVIRONMENTAL cconomist
Geoff Wells has waded into the
ITunter’s Tillegra Dam dcbate,
saying the $380 million proposal
would be ethically and techni-
cally deficient without a com-
prehensive assessment of social
and ccological impacts.

His call for a benefit-cost
analysis mirrors a Dungog Shire
Council decision on Wednesday
night which asks the State
Government’s Independent
Pricing and Regulatory Tri-
bunal to have Hunter Water
recognise “overlooked” com-
munity costs associated with the
dam.

Dungog Mayor Glenn Wall
said Hunter Water representa-
tives had used flawed logic to
justify the dam and ignored
more than $10 million in annual
costs for which the community
should be compensated.

No Tillegra Dam group chair-
man Sally Corbett welcomed
the stand taken by the council
and Dr Wells.

Iunter Water spokeswoman
Angela Felton said a full
environmental and economic
assessment of the Tillegra
project was scheduled to be
handed to the State Planning
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Department in October.

Ms Felton encouraged debate
on the dam and said the com-
munity would have an oppor-
tunity to make formal comment
when Hunter Water’s assess-
ment documents were publicly
cxhibited.

Dr Wells is an expert in the
economic valuation of catch-
ments and directs South Aust-
ralia Universily’s sustainable
business graduate program.

“River basin ecosystems pro-
vide a range of valucs that
people following international
best practice typically look at
when evaluating the total econ-
omic value of a project such as
the Tillegra Dam,” Dr Wells
said.

“The values often don’t
involve monetary transactions
but noncthcless have a real
benefit to local people and the
broader community like
resources for future gener-
ations.”

Dr Wells said “to exclude
such analysis cannol be justi-
ficd technically or cthically”.
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